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Ma`o = Gossypium tomentosum 
 

Introduction of species: Ma`o or Hawaiian cotton is an endemic plant found dry, rocky, coastal 
areas or dryland forest areas in full sun.  This shrub has velvety, light green colored leaves with 
bright yellow solitary flowers. The seeds capsules contain two to four fuzzy seeds, covered in 
short brown cotton fiber boles. 
 
Environmental Condition Requirements:  Ma`o was commonly found near coastal zones, 
however it thrives in a variety of elevations. Ma`o prefers arid, rocky, or clay coastal plains. This 
shrub is highly salt and drought tolerant. Ma`o requires good drainage and can suffer from 
fungus and insect damage when over watered.  
 
Seed preparation: Collect seeds when capsules are dry, browning and splitting open to expose 
the cotton fiber boles.  
Keep seeds dry in a paper bag, at room temperature until ready to clean. Seeds can be stored 
up to six years. When ready to plant remove seeds from capsule by hand. 
 
Seed Propagation: Soak seeds for a minimum of 24 hours up to three days. Sow seeds at a 
depth of 2-4 mil. into dry mix and water in. Plant in dry mix perlite potting soil (3:1).  Water the 
seeds in. Germination can take 2 weeks to 2 months. 
 
Care: Keep in partial sun, water well-draining potting mix twice a week. Do not overwater.  
 
Transplanting and Out-planting: Repot plants when plants are twice as tall as the pots they are 
growing in. Move them to full sun to harden them off and prepare them for transplanting. This 
plant does very well when planted with `ilima. Transplant to well-draining mix with small 
amounts of fertilizer (8-8-8 NPK).  
 
Traditional Hawaiian Uses:  Ma`o was traditionally used for dye, and a medicine for stomach 
aches and childbirth.  
 


